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EVACUATION ROUTES 
 
Hickatee Cottage’s evacuation map are included below.   
The following information is marked on evacuation maps: 
 
1. Emergency exits  

The evacuation point for your cottage is the main entrance door. 
 

2. Fire Alarms 
A fire alarm is centrally located in each cottage to alert you of a potential fire. 
 

3. Fire extinguishers 
A fire extinguisher is located next to the main entrance door of your cottage. Please read the 
instructions for proper use. 

 
4. Assembly point 

In the event of a fire emergency, all occupants are to gather in the Hickatee Cottages 
Parking lot. Further instruction will be given at that time. 

FIRE EMERGENCY 
 
When a fire is discovered: 

- Do not attempt to fight a large fire. Fight only small fires using the fire extinguisher 
provided in the cottage. 

- Leave the building using the entry/exit door. 
- Notify the site personnel about the fire emergency so they can contact the proper fire 

authorities. 
- Assemble in the designated parking lot area. 
- Remain outside until an authorized person announces that it is safe to re-enter. 

EXTENDED POWER LOSS 
 

While we have not experienced an extended power loss, if we do experience such a loss certain 
precautionary measures should be taken. 
 

- Electricity, including light switches and power outlets will be sacrificed. Flame lit 
candles and flashlights will be distributed in the event of an extended power loss. 

- Loss of power affects the water system, which is activated by an electric pumping 
system. Conserving on toilet flushing will assist to maintain pressure in the system. 

- Unnecessary electrical equipment/ appliances should be turned off in the event that power 
restoration surges cause damage to electronics and affecting sensitive equipment. 
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SEVERE WEATHER AND NATURAL DISASTERS 
 
Severe weather and natural disasters are out of our control. However, we can take precautionary 
measures to protect ourselves.  
 

Severe Weather - Hurricanes 
 
Hurricanes may occur in Belize during June to November (‘hurricane season’), also known as the 
wet season. 

 
Be aware of the three hurricane phases: 
 
1. Hurricane Alert: All residents in the coastal areas and cayes are advised to leave at this stage 

of the hurricane. 
2. Hurricane Watch: The international airport will close when there is a sustained 40 mph wind 

speed, usually during the watch phase. Residents in inland areas and coastal regions near the 
storm are advised to move into central Belize during this time. 

3. Hurricane Warning: During this stage the hurricane or storm appears likely to strike the coast 
of Belize in a matter of hours. Anyone still in the coastal region of Belize is advised to move 
to the central highlands. Be ready to evacuate as directed by the Emergency Coordinator 
and/or the designated official. 

4. Know how to monitor the progress of the hurricane: 
All occupants are strongly recommended to remain alert to weather updates during hurricane 
season and to educate themselves as to what actions to take in case of an emergency. Be 
aware of the following methods of communication: 
 Via internet: The National Hurricane Center Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration 

has continuous updates; and also The National Emergency Management Organization 
(NEMO). 

 Via telephone: call (011) 501-225-2011, the National Meteorological Office at the Phillip 
S. W. Goldson International Airport. 

 Via radio: All major stations will have continuous updates of the hurricane progress. 

 
Severe Weather - Tornados 
 
When a warning is issued by sirens or other means, seek inside shelter. Consider the following: 
-  Small interior rooms on the lowest floor and without windows, 
-  Hallways on the lowest floor away from doors and windows, and 
-  Rooms constructed with reinforced concrete, brick, or block with no windows.   

 Stay away from outside walls and windows. 
 Use arms to protect head and neck. 
 Remain sheltered until the tornado threat is announced to be over. 
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Severe Weather – Earthquake 
 
Because earthquakes generally occur with little or no warning and are over in a relatively short 
period of time, the actions taken after an earthquake are what can affect the safest possible 
recovery.  

 
 Seek safety where you are at the time of the incident and keep away from overhead 

fixtures, windows, cabinets, and electrical power. SHELTER IN PLACE. 
 Power may be interrupted. Expect to hear noise from breaking glass, cracks in walls, 

falling branches, etc. 
 If you are outdoors, try to get into an open area away from buildings and find an open 

area free of trees, if possible. 
 Do not light matches or lighters, use any open flames, or turn on electrical switches or 

appliances until you are certain there are no gas leaks. 
 Do not touch power lines, electric wiring, or objects in contact with them. 
 Be certain that sewer lines are not broken before resuming regular use of toilets or 

potable water. 
 Use extreme caution when entering or moving about in a damaged building. Collapses 

can occur without much warning, and there may be dangers from gas leaks, electric 
wiring, broken glass, etc. 
 

Severe Weather – Flooding 
 
In the event of extreme rain or a surge from the ocean, there is a potential for flooding.  
 

 If you become aware of flooding and you are unable to evacuate, identify a higher ground 
for safety. 

 Be ready to evacuate as directed by the Emergency Coordinating Officials. 
 Follow the recommended primary or secondary evacuation routes. 

 

MANDATORY EVACUATIONS 
 
Once the National Hurricane Center and/or Belize Officials declare a mandatory evacuation for 
the Punta Gorda and Toledo District surrounding areas, the property will be closed (and the time 
frame will depend on the information provided by the local, state or federal authorities).  No one 
will be allowed to remain at the property. As information is known, Hickatee Cottages 
management will advise all occupants promptly. 
 
It is further recommended that all occupants understand their home country emergency 
notification process (i.e. Embassy) should you need to contact them while traveling in Belize. 
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SECURITY PLAN 
Hickatee Cottages security and safety objectives is to firstly, keep the guests safe and secondly, 
safeguarding facility security, while ensuring unimpeded exit during emergencies. As such, the 
following security notices are here for you: 
 

Upon Check-In 
 Ensure you have read the emergency action plan 
 Ensure knowledge of the entrance/exit of your cottage 
 Ensure use of the fire extinguisher and emergency whistle 
 Take note of the emergency evacuation map in this room handbook 

 
General Safety Tips for Travelers 

 Take a few moments to ensure you understand the emergency exit plan in the event of an 
emergency 

 Don’t invite strangers to your room 
 Securely lock your night at night 
 Place all valuables in the room safe 
 If you see any suspicious activity, notify the lodge operator immediately 

 

CRITICAL OPERATIONS 
Hickatee Cottages has staff on-site 24/7. For any emergency situation, critical operations are 
manned and the property owners residing on-site(1) will provide assistance and recommendations 
to emergency safety management. (1) Property owners reside directly behind the Honeymoon Suite 
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For Your SaFetY 

Emergency Contact Information 
EMERGENCIES Dial 911 
  
PG Police Department       +501-722-2022 
PG Ministry of Health/Hospital    +501-722-2026 
PG Fire Department      990 OR +501-702-2032 
Hickatee Management       +501-672-4475 

Please LOCK your room and use the safe to secure your valuables. We will not be held responsible for any 
items left unsecured in your room, on your deck, or around the site. We also ask that you please do not admit 
non-registered persons to your room without first making identification at the front desk. 
  
If you need emergency assistance at any time, we find that the best method of communication in the jungle is 
by non-electronic methods. As such, a sanitized whistle is stored next to your fire extinguisher in the event you 
need to call out for assistance.  


